THIS WEEK!in LA.

Its Friday and its raining! Will cool weather dampen the cool kick
off for a hot summer season of stellar outdoor entertainment?
Nope, take an extra blankie and....

Head to Venice Carnevale! on Saturday for their annual costume
festival. DJs, Dancing, Live music, arts & crafts, a costume
contest, and the famous Fiery Grand Finale - a musical show that
includes dancers, stilt walkers and pyrotechnic acts. Go

in costume, or just wear something outrageous. Free Noon until
9pm.

Take an extra bottle of beverage to the Ford Amphitheatre's
summer season opening - "Peter and the Wolf Jump Cool," a jazz
ballet with a bite - by the City Ballet of Los Angeles.

Join other Folk & Americana music fans on the Santa Monica pier
for The LA Acoustic Music Festival Saturday and Sunday. Its
always cool & damp there anyway.

Warm up with some bbq as the PASADENA POPS performs under
the stars at a free concert in Old Town Pasadena on the steps of
City hall. Pre-show entertainment begins at 5:30, Concert begins
at 7:30.

Head to Woodland Hills, L.A.'s "hot spot", on Sunday for the



Playboy Jazz Festival Community Concert - the opening show of
this year's free Summer in the Park Concert season. Enjoy the
cool.

Duck indoors for The Dance Camera West Film Festival. The
month long dance film fest opens this weekend at REDCAT with
Screendance: A New Visual Language. Three unique screenings
over two days showcase 25 innovative dance films from around
the world.

Cozy up to a small stage for a play or some comedy. Or work up
a sweat at a hot dance club. Visit the Eye Spy LA Entertainment
Guide.

Get all the details for this week's picks on the Eye Spy LA
Calendar.

SWEET TWEETS: This Eye Spy LA twit is now tweeting on Twitter:
Follow Eye Spy LA on Twitter.

CYMBELINE - WILL GEER THEATRE'S SUMMER
SEASON HAS JUST BEGUN AND IT'S OFF TO A
ROUSING START!! Review by Mike Buzzelli

Nestled in the forest of Topanga Canyon, the sprites and wood
nymphs (Ellen Geer and company) of the Theatricum Botanicum
are at it again, this time, reinvigorating William Shakespeare's
rarely performed romantic tale, Cymbeline.



Cymbeline is a giant jigsaw where, at the end of the play, each
character pops in the missing piece of the puzzle to create the
whole, somewhat convoluted, picture.

Shakespeare pulls out all of the stops for this show; women
dressing as men (shades of As You Like It), poison that makes
you appear dead (move over Romeo and Juliet), convincing a
man that his wife is unfaithful (hello, Othello), if there was indoor
plumbing in the Globe Theatre, there would be a kitchen sink
thrown in for good measure...

Read the FULL REVIEW

COMPELLING THEATRE: "HALF OF PLENTY" IS
MORE THAN ENOUGH Review by Mike Buzzelli

A suburban couple is embroiled in the machinations of the local
neighborhood watch group in Lisa Dillman's play, Half of Plenty.

Holly Tindall (Carolyn Palmer) is an overwrought and overworked
housewife caring for her ailing father-in-law, Jack (Robert
Mandan), and holding down a job transcribing medical records.
She and her husband, Marty (John Pollono) are struggling to
make ends meet in their generic suburban housing development.
Their lives change dramatically when Hector (Ron Bottitta) and
Mitzi Zook(Betsy Zajko) knock on their door.

The Zook's are on the welcoming committee for the
neighborhood watch program. They are trying to keep
undesirable elements out. Holly doesn't fall for their spiel, but



Marty is more susceptible. Lay offs at the box factory where he
works are commencing almost daily, and he becomes paranoid.
The paranoia grows when the turban-wearing Haddad family
moves in across the street. Job stress and post 9/11 fears
combine and Marty willingly goes out with Hector Zook patrolling
the neighborhood.

The neighborhood watch group proves to be a group of militant
fascists, obsessed with lawn care, building codes and doggie doo-
doo. Marty is slowly converted to their cause... Read the FULL
REVIEW

Eye Spy LA is a Local's Guide to L.A. Content is written, edited and
maintained by locals and only about local events and the local creative
community.

You'll always find the latest events & activities plus commentary about
where we've been at eyespyLA.com - updated daily.

Have a GREAT Weekend!
-- Andrea Kirk (editor@eyespyLA.com)

*Week of June 5, 2009



