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Dancers Judit Ruiz Onandi, Frauke Marien and Cecilia Moisio (left to right) in a rare moment
of G-rated repose from "Co(te)lette."

Mike Figgis and the Dance Camera West Film
Festival Ask the Question: How Do You Capture
Dance on Screen?
By Laura Bleiberg Mon., Jun. 20 2011 at 10:38 AM
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Movie director Mike Figgis and the U.S. premiere of The Co(te)lette Film were the
headline event for Dance Camera West, L.A.'s annual dance media film festival that took
place Thursday through Sunday at the Getty Center, UCLA and the Hammer Museum.

A côtelette is French for meat cutlet or chop. When you remove the parenthetical "(te),"
you get Colette, the celebrated French writer (Gigi), who scandalized the Belle Époque
with her books, theatrical performances and affairs with men and women. Dutch
choreographer Ann Van den Broek paired these references for her 2007 performance
piece, Co(te)lette, an examination of female carnal desires and feminine stereotypes.

Most Popular Stories

The Dude's Abode: The Big Lebowski's Venice
Bungalow Up For Sale

Is 'Indie' the New 'Hipster'?

Pet Grief Art in the Photoshop Age: Should a 'Lost
Dog' Poster be Awesome or Pathetic?

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles to Return to TV in CG
Animated Series for Nickelodeon

Yoshiki Heads to San Diego Comic-Con, Joins Forces
with Stan Lee and Todd McFarlane

More Most Popular...

Viewed Commented Recent

TOP
blog

STORIES

Film
The Dude's
Abode: Big
Lebowski House
Up for Sale

By Sarah LaBrie

Language
Is 'Indie' the New
'Hipster'?

By Amanda Lewis

Graphic Design
Should a 'Lost
Dog' Poster be
Awesome or
Pathetic?

By Becca Kinskey

Crafting
Renegade Craft
Fair's Ten
Coolest Objects

By Sarah LaBrie

 

Search LA Weekly

Most Popular  | Most Recent Log inSign up

http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/
http://oascentral.laweekly.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.laweekly.com/arts-blog/L26/754579224/Top/TheVoice/law_GrandPerformances_072111_728_ArtBlMus/6934151.0.1.jpg/59376a71615579387264384142467a4e?x
http://www.laweekly.com/
http://blogs.laweekly.com/author.php?author_id=2854
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.laweekly.com%2Fstylecouncil%2F2011%2F06%2Fdance_camera_west_film_festiva.php&t=Mike%20Figgis%20and%20the%20Dance%20Camera%20West%20Film%20Festival%20Ask%20the%20Question%3A%20How%20Do%20You%20Capture%20Dance%20on%20Screen%3F%20-%20Los%20Angeles%20Art%20-%20Style%20Council&src=sp
http://tweetmeme.com/story/5571606651/
JavaScript:%20popup();
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/dance/
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/dance/
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/film/
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/07/big_lebowski_realty.php
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/07/teens_resurrect_hipster_as_ind.php
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/07/lost_pet_the_aesthetics_of_pet.php
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/07/teenage_mutant_ninja_turtles_c.php
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/07/yoshiki_san_diego_comic-con.php
http://www.laweekly.com/mostPopular/
http://www.voicedailydeals.com/los-angeles/?utm_source=laweekly&utm_medium=widget&utm_campaign=vdotd-los-angeles
http://oascentral.laweekly.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.laweekly.com/arts-blog/L26/316704844/Middle/TheVoice/law_Creative-Metrolink_071811_300_Tgt/6926398.0.1.gif/59376a71615579387264384142467a4e?x
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/film/
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/07/big_lebowski_realty.php
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/language/
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/07/teens_resurrect_hipster_as_ind.php
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/graphic-design/
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/07/lost_pet_the_aesthetics_of_pet.php
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/crafting/
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/07/renegade_craft_fair_los_angele.php
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php#
http://blogs.laweekly.com/
http://www.laweekly.com/columns/
http://www.laweekly.com/bestOf/
http://www.laweekly.com/directory/bar-club/
http://www.laweekly.com/search/archive_search/
http://www.laweekly.com/promotions/mobileApps/
http://www.laweekly.com/promotions/
http://coupons.laweekly.com/los-angeles/deals/
http://www.laweekly.com/news/
http://www.laweekly.com/music/
http://www.laweekly.com/calendar/
http://www.laweekly.com/restaurants/
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php#
http://www.laweekly.com/arts/
http://www.laweekly.com/movies/
http://www.laweekly.com/adIndex/
http://laweekly.backpage.com/
http://www.laweekly.com/mostPopular/
http://www.laweekly.com/news/wire/


7/26/11 5:17 PMMike Figgis and the Dance Camera West Film Festival Ask the Question: How Do You Capture Dance on Screen? - Los Angeles Art - Style Council

Page 2 of 5http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php

Tags:
10th anniversary, animation, dance, documentary, film festival, premiere

 Write Comment  Email to Friend  Print Article 15Like

Like

Co(te)lette's dance language is steeped in brutality, and the choreographer purposely
walks that line between heroic honesty and overkill. It won awards in Europe, but has
never been performed in this country; a mutual acquaintance introduced Van den Broek
to Figgis, and they adapted the 57-minute piece for posterity.

Figgis (Leaving Las Vegas, Timecode), speaking before a full house in the 295-seat Billy
Wilder Theater, is a big dance fan, with a particular fondness for flamenco. He charmed
the audience by saying things like mainstream Hollywood fare is a "total mindless abuse of
the technology." As good a job as he did translating Co(te)lette to the screen, it was the
work's shock value that lingered, rather than its dance language or any insightfulness.

But that's the fun of Dance Camera West -- with 33 features, animations, documentaries,
and shorts (some excerpted), there was a lot to choose from and think about. Then there
were the chance meetings with dance world friends. It's hard to think of another dance
event in L.A. that attracts this much of the community in one spot.

And what about beyond that community? Harder to say. Those actively involved in the
making and promotion of dance films (also known as screendance, dance videos, dance
media), tend to proselytize that pairing movement and the big screen is just the ticket to
introducing new audiences to contemporary dance or transforming the marginal status of
the whole art form. Lovely ideas, but most likely pie in the sky. The screendance superstars
are TV reality shows like Dancing with the Stars, and the film Black Swan (which did,
admittedly, cause a brief run on Swan Lake tickets in Manhattan). Many of the festival
films are experimental and have a much more narrow appeal.

For the festival's 10th anniversary, DCW artistic director Lynette Kessler condensed the
festival to a long weekend (it had lasted a month, in previous years), and held an afternoon
conference with academic and professional presenters. Dancer and film-maker Carri Ann
Shim Sham (her professional surname), whose Sand was shown at the Cannes Film
Festival and comes to L.A. in August, urged dancers to learn the craft of movie-making,
and especially digital editing.

Mexican director Alfredo Salomon's delightful Vias de Vuelo was among my favorites of
the short films. Others were A Few Minutes of Lock, featuring the astonishing horizontal
air rolls of the fearless Louise Lecavalier, and Tank Man Tango: A Tiananmen Memorial,
a danced ode to the bag-swinging hero who stood up to the Chinese military's might 20
years ago.

Salomon admitted that he came to L.A., in part, to look for funding. "I think this is the
most important (dance film) festival in America," he said. "I think this festival defines a
vision of what screendance is."

But money certainly defines what you can make. One third of the festival movies were
from Canada, which has both government and foundation money available to underwrite
dance films. Maybe DCW can get Dancing's producers and Darren Aronofsky to kick in
some of their profits for a fund to promote dance film in this country. How about that?

Add New Comment
Optional: Login below.

buy, sell, trade (15,633) musician (1,810)

rentals (6,337) jobs (1,118)

personals (2,139) adult entertainment (39,284)

Nerdist Podcast Live with
Guests Matt Smith and Karen
Gillan @ San Diego Comic-
Con

San Diego Comic-Con 2011
Day Four

San Diego Comic-Con 2011
Day Three

More Slideshows >>

Search Style Council
 

Follow us on:
 

Categories... Archives...

Bonnie Rafael Imani Marc Foreclosure

Style Council on Facebook

363 people like Style Council.

Like

Facebook social plugin

Los Angeles Classifieds

Slideshows

Tools

Sign up for free stuff, news info &
more!

enter email

http://www.laweekly.com/search/index?collection=blogs&keywords=10th%20anniversary
http://www.laweekly.com/search/index?collection=blogs&keywords=animation
http://www.laweekly.com/search/index?collection=blogs&keywords=dance
http://www.laweekly.com/search/index?collection=blogs&keywords=documentary
http://www.laweekly.com/search/index?collection=blogs&keywords=film%20festival
http://www.laweekly.com/search/index?collection=blogs&keywords=premiere
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php#comments
http://www.laweekly.com/feedback/sendToFriend/?objid=BLOG&blog_post_url=%7Cstylecouncil%7C2011%7C06%7Cdance_camera_west_film_festiva.php&title=Mike%20Figgis%20and%20the%20Dance%20Camera%20West%20Film%20Festival%20Ask%20the%20Question%3A%20How%20Do%20You%20Capture%20Dance%20on%20Screen%3F
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php?print=true
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php#
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php#
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php#
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php#
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php#
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php#
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php#
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php#
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php#
http://laweekly.backpage.com/buyselltrade/
http://laweekly.backpage.com/musician/
http://laweekly.backpage.com/rentals/
http://laweekly.backpage.com/employment/
http://laweekly.backpage.com/personals/
http://laweekly.backpage.com/adult/
http://www.laweekly.com/slideshow/nerdist-podcast-live-with-guests-matt-smith-and-karen-gillan-san-diego-comic-con-33861330/
http://www.laweekly.com/slideshow/san-diego-comic-con-2011-day-four-33847266/
http://www.laweekly.com/slideshow/san-diego-comic-con-2011-day-three-33845665/
http://www.laweekly.com/slideshow/index
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/rss.xml
http://twitter.com/laweeklyarts
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=750500771
http://www.facebook.com/ForeclosureListing
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Style-Council/170406942983413
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
http://oascentral.laweekly.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.laweekly.com/arts-blog/L26/316704844/Middle/TheVoice/law_Creative-Metrolink_071811_300_Tgt/6926398.0.1.gif/59376a71615579387264384142467a4e?x
http://laweekly.backpage.com/
mailto:tips@laweekly.com


7/26/11 5:17 PMMike Figgis and the Dance Camera West Film Festival Ask the Question: How Do You Capture Dance on Screen? - Los Angeles Art - Style Council

Page 3 of 5http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php

Showing 0 comments

Post as …

Sort by Oldest first

Real-time updating is enabled. (Pause)

25% off your purchase!
Hip Pocket Shoes
4553 Van Nuys Blvd.
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403

15% off with this coupon!
Antique Cafe
3465 W. 6th St Suite 50
Los Angeles, CA 90020

Restaurants
Takami Sushi & Robata
View Ad | View Site

Grand Central Market
View Ad | View Site

UCLA Extension's Restaurant
Industry Conference
View Ad | View Site

Mai Sushi
View Ad | View Site

More >>

Find A Coupon

Search by Category

  Search

Popular Coupons

More Popular Coupons »

  

http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php#
http://coupons.laweekly.com/los-angeles/deals/?offer_id=14733
http://coupons.laweekly.com/los-angeles/deals/?offer_id=9897
http://oascentral.laweekly.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.laweekly.com/arts-blog/L26/1220787808/Middle1/TheVoice/law_AEG-LARising_072511_300b_ROS/6946713.0.3.gif/59376a71615579387264384142467a4e?x
http://www.laweekly.com/adIndex/category/restaurants-44
http://www.laweekly.com/adIndex/takami-sushi-and-robata-66456/1155189/tower
http://www.laweekly.com/adIndex/viewsite/1155189/tower
http://www.laweekly.com/adIndex/grand-central-market-73827/1154872/tower
http://www.laweekly.com/adIndex/viewsite/1154872/tower
http://www.laweekly.com/adIndex/ucla-extensions-restaurant-industry-conference-64528/1155247/tower
http://www.laweekly.com/adIndex/viewsite/1155247/tower
http://www.laweekly.com/adIndex/mai-sushi-68718/1295848/tower
http://www.laweekly.com/adIndex/viewsite/1295848/tower
http://www.laweekly.com/adIndex
http://www.laweekly.com/adIndex/viewsite/1296128/tower
http://coupons.laweekly.com/los-angeles/deals/
http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php#
http://vvm-law-blogs-art.disqus.com/style_council_laura_bleiberg_mike_figgis_and_the_dance_camera_west_film_festival_ask_the_question_ho/latest.rss


7/26/11 5:17 PMMike Figgis and the Dance Camera West Film Festival Ask the Question: How Do You Capture Dance on Screen? - Los Angeles Art - Style Council

Page 4 of 5http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php

Follow laweeklyarts on Twitter

30
diggs

New Test Can Detect
Marijuana In Your Fingerprints

35
diggs

Study: Marijuana Derivative
Fights Cocaine Addiction In
Mice

1
diggs

3hree Things: A Trip To The
Right Field Pavilion At Angel
Stadium

1
diggs

Move To Shut Marijuana
Dispensaries Inches Forward
In WA - Toke of the Town

1
diggs

Orange, Westminster
Consider Ban on Red Light
Cameras

Twitter Feed

More Twitter >>

VVM on Digg

Links
Blogroll
BoingBoing

lalawag.com

Unreality Magazine

Neatorama

Flavorwire

Flavorpill Los Angeles

Ghetto Gloss

Nerdist

Mahalo

Mindshare Labs

Twiistup LA

bub.blicio.us

The Chive

Upcoming Popular All  Time

http://twitter.com/laweeklyarts
http://www.tokeofthetown.com/2011/07/new_test_can_detect_marijuana_in_your_fingerprints.php
http://www.tokeofthetown.com/2011/07/new_test_can_detect_marijuana_in_your_fingerprints.php
http://www.tokeofthetown.com/2011/07/new_test_can_detect_marijuana_in_your_fingerprints.php
http://www.tokeofthetown.com/2011/07/new_test_can_detect_marijuana_in_your_fingerprints.php
http://www.tokeofthetown.com/2011/07/study_marijuana_derivative_fights_cocaine_addictio.php
http://www.tokeofthetown.com/2011/07/study_marijuana_derivative_fights_cocaine_addictio.php
http://www.tokeofthetown.com/2011/07/study_marijuana_derivative_fights_cocaine_addictio.php
http://www.tokeofthetown.com/2011/07/study_marijuana_derivative_fights_cocaine_addictio.php
http://blogs.ocweekly.com/heardmentality/2011/07/3hree_things_a_trip_to_the_rig.php
http://blogs.ocweekly.com/heardmentality/2011/07/3hree_things_a_trip_to_the_rig.php
http://blogs.ocweekly.com/heardmentality/2011/07/3hree_things_a_trip_to_the_rig.php
http://blogs.ocweekly.com/heardmentality/2011/07/3hree_things_a_trip_to_the_rig.php
http://www.tokeofthetown.com/2011/07/move_to_shut_marijuana_dispensaries_inches_forward.php
http://www.tokeofthetown.com/2011/07/move_to_shut_marijuana_dispensaries_inches_forward.php
http://www.tokeofthetown.com/2011/07/move_to_shut_marijuana_dispensaries_inches_forward.php
http://www.tokeofthetown.com/2011/07/move_to_shut_marijuana_dispensaries_inches_forward.php
http://blogs.ocweekly.com/navelgazing/2011/07/orange_westminster_consider_ba.php
http://blogs.ocweekly.com/navelgazing/2011/07/orange_westminster_consider_ba.php
http://blogs.ocweekly.com/navelgazing/2011/07/orange_westminster_consider_ba.php
http://blogs.ocweekly.com/navelgazing/2011/07/orange_westminster_consider_ba.php
http://twitter.com/laweeklyarts
http://www.boingboing.net/
http://www.lalawag.com/
http://unrealitymag.com/
http://www.neatorama.com/
http://flavorwire.com/
http://flavorpill.com/losangeles
http://www.ghettogloss.com/
http://www.nerdist.com/
http://www.mahalo.com/
http://mindshare.la/labs/
http://www.twiistup.com/
http://bub.blicio.us/
http://thechive.com/


7/26/11 5:17 PMMike Figgis and the Dance Camera West Film Festival Ask the Question: How Do You Capture Dance on Screen? - Los Angeles Art - Style Council

Page 5 of 5http://blogs.laweekly.com/stylecouncil/2011/06/dance_camera_west_film_festiva.php

About Us | Work for LA Weekly | Esubscribe | Free Classifieds | Advertising | Privacy Policy | Problem With the Site? | RSS | Site Map 

©2011 LA Weekly, LP. All rights reserved.

http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3b51/c/ad/%2a/k;243299740;0-0;0;66992187;3454-728/90;42952716/42970503/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://r1-ads.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000786512/mnum=0001042482/cstr=95804055=_4e2f590b,7661564615,786512%5E1042482%5E87%5E0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=95804055/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bigcommerce.com/lp/e
http://www.laweekly.com/about/index
http://jobs.laweekly.com/
http://www.laweekly.com/readers/register
http://www.backpage.com/
http://www.ruxton.com/
http://www.laweekly.com/about/privacyPolicy
http://www.laweekly.com/bugs
http://www.laweekly.com/syndication/issue
http://www.laweekly.com/about/siteMap

